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SAFETY RECOMMENDATION(S) 

P-76-87 through 90 

President  
Standard O i l  Company of 

Cal i forn ia  
Western Operations, Inc. 
225 Bush S t r e e t  
San Francisco, Cal i forn ia  94104 

A t  l0 :32 a.m., P . d . t . ,  on June 1 6 ,  1976 ,  a p iece  of 
construct ion equipment excavating f o r  a s t r e e t  widening 
pro jec t  on Venice Boulevard i n  Los Angeles, Cal i forn ia ,  
s t ruck  and punctured an 8-inch petroleum products p ipe l ine  
owned by the  Standard O i l  Company of Cal i forn ia .  
gaso l ine  sprayed on nearby bui ldings and ign i ted  90 seconds 
l a t e r .  A s  a r e s u l t  of t h i s  accident 9 persons were k i l l e d ,  
14 persons w e r e  in jured ,  7 bui ldings were destroyed, o ther  
bui ldings were damaged by f i r e  and hea t ,  and 15 vehic les  
were destroyed. The in tense  f i r e  melted powerlines and t e l e -  
phone l i n e s .  - 1/ 

The Cal i fbrn ia  Department of Transportat ion,  designers and 
or ig ina tors  of t h e  construct ion p ro jec t ;  the  G r i f f i t h  Company, 
the prime cont rac tor  f o r  the  p ro jec t ;  C .  W.  Poss,  Lnc.,  the  sub- 
cont rac tor ;  and the  Standard O i l  Company of Cal i forn ia  were a l l  
aware of the  ex is tence  of the  8-inch p ipe l ine .  However, the  
prec ise  depth of the  p ipe l ine  wi th in  the  accident a rea  was not  
known, although preconstruct ion meetings had been he ld ,  t es tholes  
t o  determine the  p ipe l ine  depth had been dug a t  o ther  loca t ions ,  
and the  p ipe l ine  i n  another area had been lowered because of i t s  
i n s u f f i c i e n t  depth.  

No "one-call" n o t i f i c a t i o n  system was i n  e f f e c t  i n  the 
Las Angeles a rea  a t  the  t i m e  of the  accident which would have 
enabled the  contractor  t o  request  and rece ive  s p e c i f i c  informa- 
t i on  concerning the  depth and loca t ion  of buried u t i l i t i e s .  

The escaping 

- 1/ For more d e t a i l e d  information on t h i s  acc ident ,  read 
"Standard O i l  Company of Cal i forn ia ,  8-Inch Pipe l ine  
Rupture, Venice Boulevard, L o s  Angeles, Cal i forn ia ,  
June 16, 1976 . "  NTSB-PAR-76-8 I 
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Therefore, the  National Transportation Safety Board 
recommends tha t  the  Standard O i l  Company of Cal i forn ia :  

Submit prec ise ,  accurate data  concerning the depth 
and loca t ion  of i t s  p ipe l ines  for a l l  fu tu re  con- 
s t ruc t ion  p ro jec t s .  (Class 11, P r i o r i t y  Followup) 

Conduct inspect ions of operations along i t s  pipe- 
l i n e s  t o  insure  t h a t  construct ion does not  r i s k  the  
i n t e g r i t  of i t s  p ipe l ines .  (Class 11, P r i o r i t y  
F o 11 owup7 ( P - 7 6 - 8 8 ) 

Insure adequate communications with cont rac tors  and 
o ther  p a r t i e s  through wr i t t en  subs tan t ia ted  means 
during excavation work, including more t e s tho le  
v e r i f i c a t i o n  f o r  the  depth and loca t ion  of i t s  p ipe -  
l ines.  (Class 11, P r i o r i t y  Followup)(P-76-89) 

Jo in  any "one-call" systems i n  areas  where i t s  p ipe-  
l i n e s  operate and help t o  organize systems where they 
do not  e x i s t .  (Class 11, P r i o r i t y  Followup)(P-76-90) 

TODD, Chairman, BAILEY, Vice Chairman, HOGUE and HALEY, 

(P-76-87) 

Members, concurred i n  the  above recommendations. McADAMS, 
Member, d id  not  p a r t i c i p a t e .  

By: 
Chairman 

THIS RECOMMENDATION WILL BE RELEASED TO THE PUBLIC ON 
DATE SHOWN ABOVE. NO PUBLIC DISSEMINATION OF THIS DOCUNEN 
SHOULD BE MADE PRIOR TO THAT DATE. 


